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FROM LITTLE HANDS COMES BIG IDEAS

Discover  the  beauty ,  exc i tement ,  and  creat iv i ty  i nsp i red  by
infants ,  todd lers ,  and  preschoo lers  of  ASI  Ch i ldren ' s  Center

as  they  show the i r  unders tand ing  of  the  
wor ld  in  wh ich  they  l i ve  



ARTIST  STATEMENT

More  than  jus t  Scr ibb les  i s  a  v ibrant  co l l ec t ion  of  ar t  by  the  ch i ld ren
of  the  ASI  Ch i ldren ’ s  Center  who  are  as  young as  6  months  through
Kindergar ten .  The  exh ib i t  showcases  the  beauty  and  comp lex i ty  of

young ch i ld ren ’ s  work .  Go  beyond the  scr ibb les  and  exp lore  how each
mark ,  sp la t ter  o f  pa in t ,  and  non-d i scr im inate  shape  represent

s ign i f i cant  l earn ing ,  growth ,  and  cu l ture .  Photos  and  descr ip t ions
capture  the  enthus iasm of  the  creat ive  process  and  a l l ow v iewers  to
ga in  a  deeper  unders tand ing  of  the  phys ica l ,  soc ia l ,  emot iona l ,  and

cogn i t ive  deve lopment  that  occurs  when  ch i ld ren  are  engaged
in  c reat ing  ar t .  The  co l l ec t ion  features  co l laborat ive  p ieces  in  a

var ie ty  of  med ia  insp i red  by  the  ch i ld ren ’ s  i n teres ts  and
exper iences .  F ind  insp i ra t ion  in  the  beauty ,  d ivers i ty ,  and  awe

captured  by  these  budd ing  young ar t i s t  as  you  see  the  wor ld  through
the i r  eyes .

We hope  to  have  you  a l l  v i s i t  the  Ga l le ry  when  i t
reopens .  Unt i l  then ,  p lease  en joy  a  v i tua l  wa lk-

through  of  a l l  the  creat ive  work  the  ch i ld ren
have  done  lead ing  up  to  the  exh ib i t .



Bambin i  1 :  Infants  &  Todd lers  Ages  6-24 months  of  age
Shades  of  Gray                        

For  th i s  p iece ,ch i ld ren  were  prov ided  f inger  pa in t ,  brushes ,  and  a  canvas .
Teachers  p laced  the  b lack  f inger  pa in t  onto  the  canvas  and  the  ch i ld ren  began  to
exp lore  in  d i f ferent  ways .  Some ch i ld ren  used  the  brushes  wh i le  o thers  used  the i r
who le  bod ies .  At  th i s  age,  ch i ld ren  are  learn ing  through  the i r  senses  and
exper iences .  Pa in t ing  i s  great  act iv i ty  for  them to  exp lore  the i r  wor ld  through
the i r  bod ies .  They  inves t igate  what  pa in t  l ooks  l i ke ,  what  i t  sounds  l i ke ,  what  i t
fee l s  l i ke ,  what  i t  sme l l s  l i ke ,  and  even  what  i t  tas tes  l i ke .  The  next  s tep  for  th i s
p iece  was  to  add  texture .  We d id  th i s  by  add ing  sa l t  to  wh i te  f inger  pa in t .
Ch i ld ren  were  g iven  brushes  to  exp lore  th i s  new texture .  To  f in i sh  the  p iece ,  we
added sa l t  to  b lack  f inger  pa in t  to  c reate  texture  a l l  over  the  canvas .  When  you
look  a t  th i s  p iece  you  may  on ly  see  two  co lors  b lack  and  wh i te  but  we  see  i t  as
shades  of  grey .  We named th i s  p iece  “Shades  of  Gray”  because  learn ing  i s  never
b lack  and  wh i te .  Ch i ld ren  learn  in  the i r  own un ique  way  and  we teachers  respect
every  ch i ld ’ s  des i re  to  l earn .

BAMBINIS



Bambin i  1 :  Infants  &  Todd lers  Ages  6-24 months  of  age 
Stepping  into  the  Wor ld      

For  th i s  p iece  ch i ld ren  were  g iven  co lored  i ced  cubes  and  wh i te  card  s tock .
Ch i ldren  exp lored  the  co lored  i ce  cubes  us ing  the i r  hands  and  mouths .  Some
tapped the  co lored  i ce  cubes  on  the  paper  wh i le  o thers  moved i t  f rom s ide  to
s ide .  Teachers  asked  the  ch i ld ren  how the  i ce  cubes  fe l t .  They  a l so  asked  i f  the
ice  cubes  had  a  tas te .  Ch i ld ren  are  usua l ly  exposed  to  waterco lor  i n  a  l iqu id  form
and th i s  act iv i ty  gave  the  ch i ld ren  an  oppor tun i ty  to  exper ience  waterco lor  i n  a
f rozen  form.  Af ter  the  waterco lors  dr ied ,  teachers  s tamped the  ch i ld ren ’ s  feet  i n
b lack  ink  onto  the i r  papers .  Th i s  p iece  s ign i f ies  the  next  generat ion  “coming  in to
the  wor ld  and  mak ing  the i r  mark” !



Bambin i  2 :  Infants  &  Todd lers  Ages  6-24 months  of  age
Art  in  Act ion        
 
Th i s  p iece  i s  a l l  about  the  process !  Ch i ld ren  were  prov ided  w i th  s tamps  covered
in  bubb le  wrap,  acry l i c  pa in ts ,  and  a  la rge  canvas .  I t  was  created  over  severa l
sess ions .  Teachers  showed ch i ld ren  how to  d ip  the  s tamp in  the  pa in t  and  then
onto  the  canvas  revea l ing  an  in teres t ing  dot ted  pat tern .  Teachers  used
vocabu lary  w i th  the  ch i ld ren  such  as , “bubb le  wrap,  s tamp ing,  pr in t ,  and  po lka
dots . ”  Ch i ld ren  learned  concepts  about  cause  and  ef fect ,  m ix ing  co lors ,  f i ne
motor-gross  motor  man ipu la t ive  sk i l l s ,  shar ing  space  w i th  peers ,  and  language
use  (vocabu lary )  and  unders tand ing  (comprehens ion ) .  Af ter  see ing  the  ef fect  of
the  s tamp ing  on  the  canvas ,  the  ch i ld ren  became more  exc i ted  to  s tamp the  dots
a l l  over .  Some ch i ld ren  used  the  s tamps  in  ways  the  teachers  d id  not  ant ic ipate ,
such  as  by  mak ing  c i rc les  and  w ip ing  the  s tamp across  the  canvas  mak ing  a
d i f ferent  k ind  of  ef fect .  What  we  love  about  th i s  p iece  i s  the  movement  of  the
ch i ld ren  ref lec ted  in  the  pa in t !



Bambin i  2 :  Infants  &  Todd lers  Ages  6-24 months  of  age
Layers ,  Layers ,  Layers !      

Chi ldren  worked  on  th i s  p iece  over  many  sess ions .  They  were  prov ided  f inger
pa in ts  and  t i s sue  paper ,  wh ich  they  layered  in  each  sess ion .  Th i s  exper ience
a l lowed ch i ld ren  to  pract ice  shar ing  space  and  mater ia l s  w i th  peers ,  f i ne  motor
sk i l l s ,  co lo r  recogn i t i on ,  cause  and  ef fect ,  vocabu lary ,  and  language
comprehens ion .  Teachers  used  vocabu lary  w i th  ch i ld ren  such  as ,  “ t i s sue  paper ,
layer ,  pas te  s t i ck ,  and  pa in tbrush . ”  The  ch i ld ren  en joyed  the  repet i t ive  act ion  of
p lac ing  and  pee l ing  of f  the  t i s sue  paper  onto  the  canvas  us ing  the  f inger  pa in ts
as  a  way  to  make  i t  s t i ck .  They  of ten  s tuck  a  p iece  of  t i s sue  paper  onto  the
canvas  and  then  pee led  i t  o f f  aga in  on ly  to  p lace  i t  i n  the  same spot  or  re-s i tuate
i t .Watch ing  each  ch i ld ’ s  un ique  way  of  par t i c ipat ing  was  in teres t ing  as  some
crump led  the  t i s sue ,  e i ther  on  purpose  or  by  acc ident ,  before  p lac ing  i t  on  the
canvas  wh i le  o thers  were  very  carefu l  to  lay  the i r  p ieces  of  t i s sue  paper  f la t .You
can  see  the  var ious  techn iques  as  you  look  c lose ly  a t  th i s  p iece .



Bambin i  3 :  Infants  &  Todd lers  Ages  12-24 months  of  age
L iqu id  Waterco lor  with  Sa l t  Accents  on  C loth  Canvas    
 
The  ch i ld ren  used  the i r  f i ne  motor  sk i l l s  as  they  squeezed  var ious  shades  of  l i qu id
water  co lor  f rom p ipet tes  onto  the  c lo th  canvas .  Some ch i ld ren  squeezed  gent ly
wi th  l i t t l e  drops  coming  out  of  the  p ipet te .  Other  ch i ld ren  gave  a  s t rong  squeeze ,
le t t ing  the  l iqu id  waterco lor  come out  a l l  a t  once .  The  ch i ld ren  were  shown that
the  more  water  co lor  was  added,  the  darker  the  co lor  turned .  When  i t  was  t ime
for  the  accents  of  sa l t ,  the  ch i ld ren  took  turns  get t ing  a  “p inch”  of  sa l t  to
spr ink le  onto  the  g lue  covered  c lo th  canvas .



La Cas i ta  1 :  Todd lers  Ages  24 month-3  years  of  age
Puzz led  Together       
 
Dur ing  th i s  ar t  exp lorat ion ,  the  ch i ld ren  of  La  Cas i ta  1  were  g iven  the  oppor tun i ty
to  use  var ie ty  of  d i f ferent  waterco lors ,  pa in t  brushes ,  and  the i r  own ind iv idua l
wooden  hexagons .The  ch i ld ren  s tar ted  th i s  exp lorat ion  by  ident i fy ing  the  shape,
recogn iz ing  the  corners  and  s i ze .  They  went  on  to  d ipp ing  the i r  brushes  in to
the  pa in t  and  t ransfer r ing  i t  to  the i r  hexagon .  A  teacher  exp la ined  that  the
pa in t  was  d i sso lv ing  and  soak ing  in to  the  hexagon  shape  as  i t  d r ied .  Each  ch i ld
chose  the i r  own co lor  and  used  wh ichever  s t roke  techn ique  they  des i red .  For
another  por t ion  of  th i s  act iv i ty  the  ch i ld ren  were  exposed  to  sheets  of  beeswax .
They  were  g iven  waterco lors  and  brushes  aga in  to  pa in t  onto  the  ind iv idua l
beeswax sheets .  The  ch i ld ren  had  the  oppor tun i ty  to  exp lore  the  sme l l  and  the
s t icky  texture  of  the  beeswax .When the  shapes  were  a l l  d r ied  up  the  ch i ld ren
were  ab le  to  come together  and  p lace  the  shapes  together  c reat ing  the i r  own
“puzz le  of  hexagons” .

LA CASITAS



La Cas i ta  2 :  Todd lers  Ages  2-3  years  of  age
Budding  Sc ient i s ts       

I t  has  been  sa id  that  ch i ld ren  are  l i ke  sc ient i s t s .  They  are  not  mere ly  p lay ing ,
they  are  ins tead  constant ly  exper iment ing  and  inves t igat ing .  When  a  ch i ld  has  an
idea,  they  deve lop  the i r  hypothes i s .  When  they  carry  out  the i r  ideas  through
act ions ,  they  exper iment .  Through  cause  and  ef fect ,  they  co l l ec t  data  on  what
i s  work ing  and  what  i s  not .  F rom there  they  m ight  change  the i r  ideas  creat ing  a
new hypothes i s  and  t ry  someth ing  new.  To  suppor t  our  fu ture  “Sacramento  State
Sc ient i s t s ”  we  of fered  them some sc ience  exper iences .  F i r s t  we  co lored  on  a
wh i te  canvas  w i th  wh i te  o i l  pas te l s  to  make  a  surpr i se  p ic ture  that  we  la ter
added l iqu id  waterco lors  to .  The  ch i ld ren  en joyed  m ix ing  the  waterco lors  and
watch ing  them change  (pr imary  and  secondary  co lors ) ,  pa in ted  them on  the
canvas ,  and  we ta lked  about  what  we  saw.  The  waterco lors  were  everywhere
except  where  they  co lored  w i th  the  wh i te  o i l  pas te l  (o i l  bar r ie r  on  the  canvas ) .  As
the  waterco lors  dr ied  they  not iced  our  p ic ture  showed up  even  more !  Some of  the
ch i ld ren  were  jump ing  up  and  down in  exc i tement  in  see ing  the i r  drawing  appear
l i ke  mag ic  throughout  the  day .  A  few days  la ter  they  added some wh i te  g lue .  The
ch i ldren  used  f ine  motor  sk i l l s  to  squeeze  the  g lue  out  of  the  bot t les  and  onto  the
canvas .  The  g lue  fe l t  s t i cky  on  our  hands .  Some ch i ld ren  s tayed  to  p lay  w i th  the
g lue  wh i le  o ther  ch i ld ren  qu ick ly  washed the i r  hands .  What  wou ld
happen  to  the  g lue…wi l l  i t  make  a  mag ic  message  l i ke  the  wh i te  o i l  pas te l ? !  In
hop ing  the  g lue  wou ld  act  as  a  barr ie r  for  pa in t  we  le t  that  s i t  and  dry  for  a
day .  The  next  s tep  was  to  make  cha lk  pa in t .  Us ing  p las t i c  hammers  and  the
ch i ld ren  gross  motor  musc les ,  we  broke  up  a  few co lors  of  cha lk  to  add  water
and  make  cha lk  pa in t .  The  cha lk  pa in t  was  then  app l ied  us ing  p ipets  unt i l  some
fr iends  dec ided  to  pour  the  pa in t  onto  the  canvas .  Once  the  canvas  was  dry  the
ch i ld ren  had  the  oppor tun i ty  to  exp lore  the i r  c reat ion .  Ava  sa id ,  “ I  see  an
owl ! ”  She  po in ted  to  the  b ig  p ink  spot  on  the  canvas .  What  do  you  see?



La Cas i ta  2 :  Todd lers  Ages  2-3  years  of  age
Habitat           

Over  the  year ,  we  have  in t roduced  and  ta lked  about  hab i ta ts .  The  ch i ld ren  have
learned  “a  hab i ta t  i s  where  someth ing  l i ves” .  The  ch i ld ren  were  insp i red  by  a
c lassroom caterp i l l a r ;  fed  i t  waterme lon  and  tomato  p lants  unt i l  i t  went  through
metamorphos i s  and  became a  moth .  The  ch i ld ren  created  the i r  own c lass room
hab i ta t  that  ref lec ts  nature  by  he lp ing  teacher  Theresa  grow c lassroom p lants ,
exp lor ing  roots ,  d i r t ,  and  ta lk ing  about  how p lants  need  d i r t ,  sun ,  and  water  to
grow.  Keep ing  in  theme w i th  “nature”  and  wonder ing ,  we  dec ided  to  take  a
nature  h ike  and  see  the  Sacramento  State  Un ivers i ty  hab i ta t .  We looked  at  a l l  the
d i f ferent  p lants .  We were  sure  to  br ing  a  nature  basket  to  co l l ec t  i tems  in  as  we
stopped and  ta lked  about  them.  We found  “pokey  spheres”  and  “ long,  sof t  seed
encas ings” ,  “ t i ny  p inecones”  and  “ye l l ow dande l ions/f lowers” .  Later ,  the  nature
basket  was  brought  to  c i rc le  t ime  where  teacher  Theresa  and  the  ch i ld ren
exp lored  what  they  had  found  on  the  nature  h ike .  The  fo l l ow ing  day  the  i tems
co l lec ted  dur ing  the  nature  h ike  was  d i sp layed  beaut i fu l l y  on  a  m i r ror  for  the
ch i ld ren  to  exp lore  us ing  magn i fy ing  g lasses .  Af ter  ta lk ing  about  how they
fe l t ,  what  they  looked  l i ke ,  where  they  came f rom,  and  what  makes  them nature .
The  ch i ld ren  used  the  nature  i tems  to  c reate  th i s  “hab i ta t ”  i nsp i red  ar t  p iece .
Us ing  empty  boxes  as  a  f rame ch i ld ren  were  g iven  g lue  bot t les  to  squeeze  out  the
g lue  and  f i l l  up  the  boxes .  Ch i ld ren  were  then  prov ided  w i th  the  nature  they  had
co l lec ted  on  the  nature  h ike  to  p lace  where  ever  and  how ever  they  wanted  in
the  boxes .  The  ch i ld ren  en joyed  watch ing  the  g lue  pour  f rom the  bot t le  i n to  the
boxes  and  watch ing  i t  dr ip  down through  the  nature  they  had  added to  the  boxes
of  g lue .  Ch i ld ren  were  happ i ly  content  a t  the  tab le  exp lor ing  how the  g lue  and
nature  in teracted  together  for  30-45  m inutes .



La Cas i ta  3 :  Todd lers  Ages  2-3  years  of  age
Creator  Mapping        

For  th i s  act iv i ty ,ch i ld ren  were  g iven  cars  w i th  var ious  t i re  s i zes .  Us ing  f ine  motor
sk i l l s  and  focused  at tent ion ,  the  ch i ld ren  pa in ted  w i th  the  cars  by  runn ing  the
whee l s  through  d i shes  of  pa in ts  and  ro l l i ng  the  cars  on  the  canvas ,  not ic ing
d i f ferent  l i nes  and  co lors .  The  three  d i f ferent  canvases  a l l  use  var ious  med iums
beg inn ing  w i th  foam pa in t ,  waterco lors ,  and  B io  Co lor  pa in t .  Through  th i s
method  of  ar t ,  ch i ld ren  are  deve lop ing  the  motor  sk i l l s  w i th  exp lorat ion  of
m ix ing  co lors  and  expand ing  on  the i r  vocabu lary  sk i l l s .



La Cas i ta  3 :  Todd lers  Ages  2-3  years  of  age
T ire-gen ics                   

The  ch i ld ren  in  our  c lass room have  been  in teres ted  in  whee l s ,  veh ic les ,  and
th ings  that  go  round  a l l  year  wh ich  was  the  insp i ra t ion  for  th i s  act iv i ty .  The
ch i ld ren  used  pa in t  brushes  to  c reate  a  “ sp la t ter  ef fect  “over  the  car  t i re .  The
ch i ld ren  learned  the  concept  of  m ix ing  co lors  pr imary  co lors  i n to  secondary
co lors  w i th  the  he lp  f rom the i r  teachers .  Then ,  they  d ipped  pa in t  brush  in to  the
pa in t  and  sand  to  c reate  a  “monster  t ruck”  appea l .   Through  creat ing  th i s
imag inat ive  p iece ,  the  ch i ld ren  pract iced  the i r  f i ne  motor  sk i l l s ,  vocabu lary ,
inqu i ry ,  tu rn  tak ing  and  soc ia l  sk i l l s .



La Cas i ta  3 :  Todd lers  Ages  2-3  years  of  age
Palette  Racetrack          

The  ch i ld ren  exp lored  the  b icyc le  whee l  and  exper ienced  pat terns  c reated  by  the
b icyc le  whee l .  They  used  the i r  gross  and  perceptua l  motor  sk i l l s  to  c reate  th i s
p iece  of  ar t !  They  rode  the i r  t r i cyc les  over  c lo th  ar t  mater ia l .  The  ch i ld ren
demonst rated  awareness  of  the i r  own phys ica l  e f for t ,  body  awareness ,  spat ia l
awareness ,  and  d i rect iona l  awareness .  The  ch i ld ren  were  encouraged to  ma in ta in
the i r  feet  on  the  peda l s  to  cont inue  creat ing  the  whee led  des ign  on  the  canvas
mater ia l .



La Cas i ta  3 :  Todd lers  Ages  2-3  years  of  age
Marb le  Pa int-o-rama           

Circ les  p laced  between  the  spokes  were  created  by  the  ch i ld ren .  They  were  g iven
a  c i rc le -s i zed  paper  a  conta iner .  They  chose  a  few pa in t  co lors  for  the  conta iner
and  ro l l ed  the  marb les  around  to  c reate  a  “ l i ned”  ef fect  on  the  paper .  Once
dr ied ,  the  papers  were  ho le-punched .  The  ch i ld ren  then  used  p ipe  c leaners  to
at tach  the i r  paper  c i rc le  onto  the  spokes .  For  vocabu lary  expans ion ,  the  teachers
ta lked  about  the  anatomy of  the  whee l  and  how the  spokes  made  a  “ rad ia l
pat tern” .



La Cas i ta   1 :  Todd lers  24+ months  
Color  I l l us ion   

Chi ldren  sat  down at  the  tab le  w i th  a  b lank  canvas  in  f ront  of  them.  Four  sma l l
g lass  mason  ja rs  f i l l ed  w i th  water  sur round  the  canvas .  The  ch i ld ren  used  sponge
brushes  to  d ip  in to  the  water  to  l ight ly  dampen  the  wh i te  canvas .  Then  the
teacher  brought  out  a  t ray  of  co lor fu l  t i s sue  paper  cut  i n to  c i rc les .
The  ch i ld ren  s tar ted  to  ident i fy  the  d i f ferent  co lored  c i rc les ,  grabb ing  the i r
favor i te  co lor  and  then  p lac ing  them on  the  canvas .  Af ter  the  canvas  was  f i l l ed
wi th  c i rc les ,  the  ch i ld ren  got  to  take  turns  us ing  a  spray  bot t le  spray ing
water  on  the  canvas .  Later ,  when  the  c i rc les  dr ied  the  ch i ld ren  were  ab le  to
remove  the  c i rc les  f rom the  canvas ,  to  revea l  the  co lor  f rom the  t i s sue  paper
b led  through  onto  that  canvas .



CASAS

Casa 1 :Preschoo lers  Ages  2 .7-5 .5  years  of  age
The So lar  System       

A f ie ld  t r ip  to  the  campus ’  new P lanetar ium dur ing  fa l l  20 19  peaked  the  cur ios i ty
of  the  ch i ld ren  to  exp lore ,  examine ,  wonder ,  and  ask  us  about  the  so lar  sys tem.
To  answer  the i r  ques t ions ,  we  read  the  book  “Our  So lar  Sys tem” .  Throughout  the
semester ,  the  ch i ld ren  used  s tor ies ,  books ,  maps ,  p ic tures  and  v ideos  to  ga in
more  knowledge  and  exp lore  the  answers  to  the i r  ques t ions  about  p lanets .  Th i s
lead  to  a  l ong i tud ina l  pro ject  over  severa l  months  of  t ime ,  i n  wh ich  the
ch i ld ren  rev i s i ted  mu l t ip le  ways .  F i r s t ,  the  ch i ld ren  made  the  p lanets  out  of
paper  mache  w i th  g lue ,  f l our ,  and  newspapers .  They  pa in ted  the  paper  maches
co lors  to  coord inate  w i th  the  p lanets .  Next ,  they  went  on  shor t  wa lks  around
campus  to  co l l ec t  sp iky  c lus ter  ba l l s  ( l i qu id  amber  t rees )  to  c reate  n ight
s tars .  The  ch i ld ren  added nature  and  o ther  mater ia l s  to  c reate  textures  on  the
p lanets .  They  a l so  co l l ec ted  a  t ree  branch,  pa in ted  i t  b lack ,  g lued  g l i t te rs ,
and  w i red  s tars  on  i t  to  make  the  n ight  sk ies .  Th i s  pro ject  enhanced the
ch i ld ren ’ s  knowledge  of  the  “ so lar  sys tem” .



Casa 1 :  Preschoo lers  Ages  2 .7-5 .5  years  of  age
Recyc l ing  Geometr ic  Shapes        
 
Through  learn ing  about  Ear th ,  the  ch i ld ren  asked  quest ions  about  what  the  co lors
of  the  p lanet  represented  in  rea l  l i fe  as  they  exp lored  a  map of  the  So lar  Sys tem.
These  conversat ions  added to  the i r  knowledge;  the  b lue  areas  are  water ,  the
green  are  land,  and  the  wh i te  par ts  are  the  c louds .   The  learned  the  c louds  moves
around  the  a tmosphere  w i th  oxygen  for  a l l  l i v ing  creatures  breathe .  The  ch i ld ren
fur ther  d i scussed  how to  nur ture  &  care  for  the  ear th  by  growing  more  p lants  to
create  oxygen .  To  add  more  knowledge,  we  read  the  book  “Why Shou ld  I
Recyc le?”  by  Mike  Gordon .   Th i s  book  gu ided  them to  co l l ec t  recyc led  mater ia l s
to  c reate  th i s  ar t  pro ject .  They  g lued  the i r  co l l ec t ions  of  caps  f rom m i l k  ga l lons ,
p las t i c  bot t le  tops ,  conta iners ,  o ld  gears ,  e tc .  onto  the  donated  th ick  cardboard
p ieces .  Then  they  added pa in t  and  g l i t te r  as  texture .  Th i s  pro ject  he lped  the
ch i ld ren  deve lop  team work  as  they  “upcyc led  unwanted  mater ia l s ”  i n to  a
beaut i fu l  p iece  of  ar t .



Casa 1 :  Preschoo lers  Ages  2 .7-5 .5  years  of  age
Mosaic  with  Nature    
 
Natura l ly ,  the  ch i ld ren  exp lored  the  outdoors ,  i nves t igated  bugs ,  and  created
homes  for  them.  Th i s  l ead  to  the  co l l ec t ion  of  nature  mater ia l s  on  the  sc ience
she l f ,  i n  baskets ,and  in  the i r  pockets .  Through  these  engagements ,  they  created  a
mosa ic  master  p iece .  F i r s t ,  the  ch i ld ren  worked  together  to  make  p laydough
measur ing  and  m ix ing  f lour ,  c ream of  tar tar ,  sa l t ,  water ,  o i l .  Second ly ,  they
mo lded  the  dough  on  to  a  wooden  board  and  s tuck  the  nature  mater ia l s  around  i t
and  dr ied  for  severa l  days .  Th i rd ly ,  they  g lue  the  ra inbow rocks  on  to  the  sma l l
spaces  of  the  p laydough to  add  co lor .



Casa 2 :  Preschoo lers  Ages  2 .7-5 .5  years  of  age
7  Wonders  of  the  Wor ld           

The  Casa  2  ch i ld ren  learned  about  p lanets  dur ing  the  fa l l  20 19  semester .  They
expanded th i s  knowledge  to  the i r  own p lanet  ear th  us ing  books  and  maps .  The
ch i ldren  showed an  in teres t  i n  landmarks  on  a  map and  began  to  ask , “what  are
landmarks  and  where  were  they”?  To  fac i l i ta te  the i r  cur ios i ty ,  they  drew the
landmarks  w i th  pas te l  and  began  to  de lve  more  in to  the  7  Wonders  of  the  Wor ld .
The  ch i ld ren  were  g iven  sand  mo ld ings  to  c reate  paper  vers ions  of  the  7  Wonders
wi th  a  m ix ture  of  f lour ,  water ,  and  magaz ines .  F ina l ly ,  the  ch i ld ren  pa in ted  the
mo ld ings  af ter  they  dr ied  out .Throughout  th i s  pro ject  the  ch i ld ren  have  learned
about  the  locat ions  and  names  of  the  “7  Wonders  of  the  Wor ld” .



Casa 2 :  Preschoo lers  Ages  2 .7-5 .5  years  of  age
St ick  To  I t ! ! !               

The  Casa  2  ch i ld ren  used  a  wooden  board ,  c lay ,  s t i cks ,  l eaves ,  g l i t te r ,  and
ra inbow rocks  for  th i s  c reat ion .  The  ch i ld ren  co l l ec ted  s t i cks  and  rocks  work ing
them a long  w i th  the  c lay .  The  ongo ing  pro ject  s tar ted  in  the  fa l l  20 19  semester
and  the  ch i ld ren  s tuck  w i th  i t  we l l  i n to  the  spr ing  2020 semester !  They  pa in ted
the  wooden  board  us ing  d i f ferent  med iums  such  as  water  co lor  and  tempera
pa in ts .  You ’ l l  see  d i f ferent  deve lopment  leve l s  i n  the  pro ject  based  on  the
ch i ld ren ’ s  ages  and  emerg ing  in teres ts .



Casa 2 :  Preschoo lers  Ages  2 .7-5 .5  years  of  age
C i s  for  Communi ty      

Sme l l  the  canvas  and  you  may  detect  some c i t rus  aromas !  The  ASI  Ch i ldren ’ s
Center  i s  very  for tunate  to  have  fami l i es  that  p ick  and  br ing  c i t rus  f ru i t  to  our
Center .  Th i s  p iece  was  ded icated  to  our  car ing  fami l i es  who  he lp  us  not  on ly  get
some hea l thy  v i tam in  C  in to  our  bod ies  and  f ight  those  inv i s ib le  germs  and  learn
about  c i t rus  f ru i t s !  The  ch i ld ren  and  teachers  ju iced  oranges  and  lemons  wh i le
compar ing  the i r  tas tes  and  at t r ibutes .  We up-cyc led  the  r inds  and  used  them to
s tamps  the  p la in  canvas  and  m ix  pr imary  co lors  together  to  make  new co lors .  The
ch i ld ren  added some g l i t te r  to  the  pa in t  as  we l l .  We then  washed the  res t  o f  the
r inds  and  put  them in  our  compost  b in  i n  our  garden !



Casa 3 :  Preschoo lers  Ages  2 .7-5+  years  of  age
Sel f -Portra i ts  –  One,  two,  three i t  i s ! !          
 
We had an  engag ing  conversat ions  about  the  ch i ld ren ’ s  Fami ly  cards  (a  card  i s
g iven  to  fam i l i es  to  f i l l  ou t  w i th  the i r  ch i ld  about  makes  the i r  fam i ly  spec ia l
and  i s  d i sp layed  in  the  c lass room)  so  the  ch i ld ren  dec ided  they  wanted  to  make
p ic tures  of  themse lves .  They  a l so  wanted  to  incorporate  s t i cks  in  the i r  pro ject .
They  were  exc i ted  as  they  pract iced  the i r  gross  motor  sk i l l s  by  runn ing  around
the  p layground co l l ec t ing  a l l  types  of  s t i cks .  As  the  ch i ld ren  co l l ec ted  the
s t icks  the  fo l l ow ing  words  were  used  to  descr ibe  the  s t i cks  that  they
co l lec ted ;  b ig  and  sma l l .  We in t roduced more  vocabu lary  to  descr ibe  the  s t i cks
such  as ,  g igant ic ,  heavy,  l ight ,  rough  and  smooth .  As  the  ch i ld ren  p laced  the
s t icks  in to  the i r  a r t  p ieces ,  the  ch i ld ren  used  the i r  imag inat ion  as  they
created  the i r  se l f -por t ra i t s .  Not  on ly  d id  the  ch i ld ren  have  the  oppor tun i ty  to
learn  new concepts  but  they  a l so  showed an  increase  in  the i r  es tab l i shed  f ine
motor/man ipu la t ive  sk i l l s  as  they  used  the i r  f i ngers  to  make  the i r  por t ra i t s  come
to  l i fe .



Casa 3 :  Preschoo lers  Ages  3-5+  years  of  age 
The Exp lorers   
               
Last  year  our  l i t t l e  exp lorers  took  a  f ie ld t r ip  to  the  P lanetar ium.  They  learned
about  p lanets , s tars ,  and  outer  space .  We incorporated  books  about  space,
as t ronauts ,  and  the  so lar  sys tem in to  our  c lass room l ib rary .  Our  exp lorers  wanted
to  know more  about  space  so  we  s tar ted  to  bu i ld  a  rocket  out  of  newspaper  w i th
homemade g lue  us ing  f lour  and  water .  A long  w i th  the  rocket ,  we  a l so  des igned  an
ast ronaut  he lmet .  As  the  ch i ld ren  cons t ructed  the  rocket ,  a  ch i ld  named Connor
asked,  “How are  we gonna  f i t  i ns ide  i t ? ”  A  ch i ld  named Easton  sa id ,  “We ’ l l  have
to  ca l l  a  sc ient i s t  because  he  can  make  i t  b igger” .  Wi th in  th i s  act iv i ty  the
ch i ld ren  demonst rated  an  increase  in  prec i s ion ,  s t rength ,  coord inat ion ,  and
eff ic iency  when  us ing  the i r  hands .  They  were  a l so  ab le  to  u t i l i ze  the  concepts  of
symmetry ,  ba lance ,  and  des ign .  The  ch i ld ren  showed us  the i r  cur ios i ty  and
in i t ia t ive  wh i le  l earn ing  about  space .  Th i s  p iece  honors  “The  Exp lorers ” .



Casa 3 :  Preschoo lers  Ages  3-5+  years  of  age
Water-Crayons     
             
With in  th i s  ar t  p iece ,  the  ch i ld ren  expressed  the i r  c reat ive  m inds  as  they  created
the i r  des igns .  The  mater ia l s  used  in  th i s  act iv i ty  were  water-crayons ,
waterco lor  paper ,  and  a  spray  bot t le  f i l l ed  w i th  water .  The  ch i ld ren  were  eager
to  use  the  water-crayons  because  th i s  was  the  f i r s t  t ime  us ing  th i s  type  of  ar t
med ium.  Th i s  p iece  a l l owed the  ch i ld ren  to  exper iment  w i th  co lor  by  learn ing  what
happened when  the  co lors  were  m ixed .  Then  they  sprayed  water  on  the  new
med ium wh ich  became v ibrant  and  some of  the  co lors  b lended together .  Through
exper imentat ion ,  the  ch i ld ren  grew to  unders tand  the  spec ia l  c rayons  needed
spec ia l  paper  to  keep  the i r  work  f rom r ipp ing .  They  exper imented  w i th  o ther
types  of  paper  and  the  ch i ld ren  d i scovered  that  these  spec ia l  water-crayons
indeed needed the  spec ia l  water  co lor  paper  that  was  th icker .  Af ter  mak ing  the i r
p ic tures  they  a l so  d i scovered  that  the  crayons  le f t  res idue  on  the i r  hands .  They
laughed and  sa id , “ I t ’ s  okay  Teacher  A lma we can  wash  our  hands  w i th  l o t s  o f
soap ! ”



Mixed Age Group Pro ject  -  s ix  months  of  age to  k indergarten  
An Ord inary  Spark         (p ic tured  w i th  Pres ident  Ne l sen )
 
Encompass ing  more  than  jus t  a  l i keness  of  our  campus ,  th i s  un ique  p iece  ref lec ts
both  the  deve lopment  of  our  young ar t i s t s  as  we l l  as  the i r  un ique  perspect ive  of
campus  l i fe .  Each  dr ip ,  sp la t ter ,  and  l i ne  are  s ign i f i cant .  They  represent  new
exper iences ,  cont inued  exp lorat ion ,  an  expand ing  unders tand ing  of  the  wor ld ,
and  the  mastery  of  news  sk i l l s .  Insp i red  by  everyday  moments ,  the  ch i ld ren  used
pa in t ,  pe l l on  fabr ic ,  markers ,  and  t i s sue  paper  to  dep ic t  themse lves ,  the i r
f r iends ,  and  the i r  fam i ly  on  campus .  As  they  created,  they  enthus ias t i ca l ly
shared  the i r  own s tor ies  and  the  s ign i f i cance  of  each  bu i ld ing  to  them and  the i r
fam i ly .  Proof  that  even  s imp le  moments  can  be  a l l  i t  takes  to  spark  a  love  of
learn ing  for  “ the  next  generat ion  of  Hornets ” .  S t ingers  up !

MIXED AGE GROUP



Mixed Age Group Pro ject  -  s ix  months  of  age to  k indergarten  
Impr int              

From the  ch i ld ren  of  the  Casa  1  c lass room ( rang ing  f rom 3-5  years  of  age)  the
beaut i fu l  s i l k  eco  pr in ts  are  ev idence  that  even  the  s imp les t  act iv i t i es  can
leave  a  b ig  impact  on  ch i ld ren ’ s  l earn ing .  In  th i s  mu l t i  day  pro ject  the  ch i ld ren
co l lec ted  p lants  nat ive  to  campus  before  bund l ing  and  s teaming  them.
As  the  ch i ld ren  co l l ec ted,  they  compared  and  cont ras ted  each  i tem before
work ing  together  to  p lace  them on  the  s i l k  c reat ing  un ique  pat terns .  Each  scarf
was  bund led  and  s teamed a l l ow ing  the  natura l  tann in  f rom the  p lants  to  t ransfer
to  the  s i l k  preserv ing  the i r  pat tern .  The  ch i ld ren  were  de l ighted  to  unwrap  each
bund le  and  see  how the i r  pat tern  had  been  t ransform ing  and  i f  the i r  pred ic t ions
were  cor rect .  These  beaut i fu l  p ieces  capture  both  the  beauty  of  campus  and  the
beauty  of  the  learn ing .



Mixed Age Group Pro ject  -  s ix  months  of  age to  k indergarten  
Cosmos

Th i s  p iece  shows  ch i ld ren ’ s  ab i l i ty  to  be  as  l im i t l ess  as  the  s tars !  Th i s  beaut i fu l
p iece  was  comp le ted  by  ch i ld ren  6  months  of  age  to  K indergar ten .  A  comp i la t ion
of  techn iques  and  ar t  med ia  as  each  layer  ref lec t  the  exp lorat ion  of  a  d i f ferent
age  group .  Created  us ing  f inger  pa in t ,  paper  mache ’ ,  mu lch ,  and  b lack  sand .
Each  layer  prov ides  a  un ique  textura l  exper ience  creat ing  movement  and  depth .
In  th i s  p iece  the  ch i ld ren  worked  on  hand  eye  coord inat ion ,  use  of  shared  space
and mater ia l s ,  and  cause  and  ef fect  among other  sk i l l s .



Mixed Age Group Pro ject  -  s ix  months  of  age to  k indergarten  
Green and Go ld               

Created  by  our  2  and  young 3  year  o ld  hornets ,  over  the  course  of  mu l t ip le
semesters ,  th i s  p iece  was  insp i red  by  the  campus  commun i ty ’ s  enthus iasm for
hands  on  learn ing .  The  ch i ld ren  of  La  Cas i ta  (2/3  year  o lds )  exp lored  var ious
ways  to  app ly  pa in t  i nc lud ing  pa in t  brushes ,  ba l l s ,  f l yswat ters ,  squ i r t  bot t les ,
and  var ious  o ther  found  ob jects .  They  enthus ias t i ca l ly  app l ied  each  layer  s ide  by
s ide  w i th  the i r  peers  exp lor ing  concepts  of  l i ne ,  texture ,  and  co lor  as  they
created .  Created  w i th  unr iva led  enthus iasm and  cur ios i ty  th i s  p iece  m i r rored  the
pass ion  for  l earn ing  and  p lay  wh ich  character i zed  ASI .



Mixed Age Group Pro ject  -  s ix  months  of  age to  k indergarten  
Repet i t ion  

Th i s  un ique  p iece  i s  a  comp i la t ion  of  work  created  by  ch i ld ren  6  month  of  age
through  k indergar ten  over  the  course  of  mu l t ip le  semesters .  In  th i s  p iece  the
ch i ld ren  exp lored  the  concepts  of  pat tern ,  shape,  and  space  as  they  worked  to
app ly  pa in t  and  co l lage  mater ia l s  i n  var ious  layers .  The  use  of  repeated  shapes
and co lors  c reated  a  cohes ive  d i sp lay .  The  pat terns  c reated  when  they  app l ied
the  pa in t  captured  the i r  un ique  s ty les  and  perspect ives .



Thank Yous
We wou ld  l i ke  to  extend  a  b ig  THANK YOU to  a l l
f r i ends  who  made  th i s  exh ib i t  poss ib le ,  i nc lud ing  the
Un ivers i ty  Un ion  for  the  ga l le ry  space,  a l l  the  parents
who  donated  supp l ies  for  the  pro jects ,and  a l l  our
s taf f  who  worked  w i th  the  ch i ld ren !


